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“Faith and “Friendships that Last a Lifetime
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What is
WO lonian Village?

onian Village is an experience. Teens and
young adults that participate in Ionian

Village travel across Greece, venerate the

relics of saints, walk in the footsteps of
the Apostles, and visit significant sites of
Greek history and culture. Ionian Village
is a unique summer camping program

located in Greece and operated by the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.

Over 30 years

Since 1970, over 15,000 teens and young adults have
experienced a 30 year old tradition committed to

building, "Faith and Friendships that Last a Lifetime."

~

The Facility

Ionian Village is a newly renovated resort facility located
on several hundred acres on the northwest coast of the
Peloponnese, approximately 45 miles west of the city of
Patras. Overlooking the crystal blue waters of the Ionian
Sea, the campground is nestled between a private beach
and pine forests and is designed to look and feel like a
traditional Greek village. Ionian Village participants
become part of a village community as they dwell in
white-washed cabins, worship in a Byzantine chapel,
swim in an Olympic size swimming pool, play sports on
athletic fields and courts, dine in a renovated cafeteria,
and perform in an outdoor amphitheater.
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The lonian Village
Experience

Located in Greece, Ionian Village offers its participants a unique
experience that is unavailable elsewhere. At the end of the program,
staff and campers return to their homes with strengthened faith and
with a greater appreciation for the Church and for Greek culture

and heritage.

Under the spiritual direction and guidance of His
Eminence Archbishop Demetrios, Ionian Village
is a program of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese

of America.

Ionian Village builds Friendships

Teens and young adults have the time of their lives while
at Ionian Village. Staff and campers from across the
United States form bonds and friendships at Ionian
Village that last a lifetime.

The Staff

One of the keys to the success of Ionian Village is its remarkable staff of talented and dedicated Orthodox
Christian adults. Our staff is selected from hundreds of applicants from across America, that undergo a
rigorous application and interview process, and a thorough background investigation. Once hired, each staff
member contributes his/her own expertise to IV’s program during extensive planning sessions, and takes part
in an intensive orientation and training program prior to camp.

With an average staff-to-camper ratio of 1:5, Ionian Village adheres to the American Camping Association’s
staff ratio standards, and is one of the most well supervised youth programs in existence.

To ensure the health and safety of all participants at Ionian Village, our staff includes two Registered Nurses
or Medical Doctors, and an experienced aquatics staff of certified lifeguards and water safety instructors.

The spiritual life and religious instruction of the camp is led and coordinated by priests from throughout the
Archdiocese of America.
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Ancient Olympia
Run on the original track in the
ancient stadium, where the first Olympics
were held for 1,000 years. See the world-famous
statue of Hermes by Praxiteles.

Mega Spilaion
At the spectacular Mega Spilaion Monastery, the monastery
of “the Great Cave,” see an icon of the Theotokos that was
painted by St. Luke the Evangelist.

Aghia Lavra
In 1821, Greece’s fight for independence began at Aghia Lavra monastery.
Visit the monastery and see the original "Labaron," the banner of freedom
that Archbishop Germanos raised before the freedom fighters.

The Village of Kalavrita
The quiet mountain village of Kalavrita was the site of a tragic massacre during
WWIL. In the village, you will see the monument to peace that was built
to commemorate the event.

Monastery Walk
Encounter life in a monastic community during an early-morning walk to the
historic monastery of Panagia Eleousa in the neighboring village of Glypha. On
the way back, stop in Glypha, visit with the local villagers, and experience a
typical afternoon in a traditional Greek “horio.”

Ancient Corinth and the Isthmus
Corinth was one of the most important cities of ancient Greece
and St. Paul was there in 51 - 52 AD. When we visit, you will see
the spot where St. Paul stood when he was brought before the Roman
Governor. On the way from Athens to Ionian Village, you will stop at the
modern canal that spans the Isthmus.

Patras
Walk in the footsteps of St. Andrew, the "First-Called" Apostle of Christ,
as you visit the city of Patras. See the Church of St. Andrew and venerate
his relics and the X-shaped cross he was martyred on.

Delphi
The ancient Greeks considered Delphi to be the center of
the world. Visit where the Oracle would give her prophesies
and see the ancient ruins surrounded by spectacular mountains and
cliffs. See the famous bronze “Charioteer” in the museum.

The island of Zakynthos
Voyage by ship to the island of Zakynthos and visit
the shrine and relics of St. Dionysios. Later swim
at one of Zakynthos’ famous beaches,
followed by lunch in the town.







